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Message from the Head of School 

Dear Parents 

One of the core values of our school is respect. In recent assemblies held with the Senior School girls we have 

focused on this value and reviewed where we stand as a school in terms of respect. It is sad to note that the girls 

across the grades, when asked to rate the following statement – At St Mary’s DSG we show respect for God,    

respect for others and respect for self  in all that we do – on a scale of 1-10, rated our school at 4.5.  

In solution focused thinking you acknowledge the rating and then ask, ‘what can we do to move one notch up 

the scale to eventually reach 10?’  

Every student, teacher and parent within our school community has a duty and a responsibility to work together 

to ensure that we can see, hear and feel respect again within our school and in our interactions with each other.  

This week, I remind us all of the meaning of respect as referenced on our school website for all of us to work     

towards.  

 

What are you going to do in the week ahead that ensure that we move up the scale towards 10 in terms of how 

respect is lived and experienced as St Mary’s DSG?   

 

Best wishes  

 

Alison Jennings  

Acting Head of School  

RESPECT FOR GOD                                                                              
and the spiritual traditions of the school 

 

 Means honouring God in our communal worship     
services and in our individual lives. 

 Means humbly seeking to be Christ-like in all our    
relationships. 

 Means encouraging spiritual growth and the            
development of a personal faith in God. 

 Means generously offering our lives in service              
to God and his people. 

 Means to make an effort to understand and             
respect other people’s religions. 

 Means showing kindness and love to others. 

 Means to remain quiet and behave appropriately      
and reverently in a place of worship. 

 Means to participate actively in Chapel services        
and acts of worship e.g. singing enthusiastically. 

RESPECT FOR OTHERS 
 

 Means working for what is good for the school                                  
community. 

 Means to show sympathy for others and encourage our 
peers positively. 

 Means to greet and be courteous towards all of  whom 
we come into contact with. 

 Means to respect the belongings of others. 

 Means to help each other when we can see someone 
who is in need of help. 

 Means to support each other in standing up for     what 
is right. 

 Means to respect other people’s privacy. 

RESPECT FOR SELF 
 

 Means we are uniquely created and therefore respect 
our bodies. 

 Means we must do the best we can in caring for our 
mind, body and soul. 
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Senior School  
Date Day Grades at School 

Monday,  21 Sept 5 Grade 8, 11, 12 

Tuesday, 22 Sept 6 Grade 10, 11, 12 

Wednesday, 23 Sept 7 Grade 9, 11, 12 

   

Monday, 28 Sept 8 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 

Tuesday, 29 Sept  9 Grade 8, 10, 11, 12 

Wednesday, 30 Sept 10 Grade 8, 9, 11, 12 

Thursday, 1 Oct 1 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 

Friday, 2 Oct  2 Grade 8, 10, 11, 12 

     

Monday, 5 Oct 3 
Only Grade 12 for    

their Prize giving 

Tuesday, 6 Oct 4 Grade 8, 9, 11, 12 

Wednesday, 7 Oct 5 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 

Thursday, 8 Oct  6 Grade 8, 10, 11, 12 

Friday, 9 Oct 7 Grade 8, 9, 11, 12 

It is good to note that we are moving to COVID-19 Level 1 at midnight on 

Sunday, 20 September, and that many international borders with South    

Africa will be opening on the 1 October. The Minister of Basic Education is 

set to speak next week regarding the implications of these decisions on 

schools. In the meantime, we have reviewed our ability to have more girls 

return to school more often whilst still maintaining the physical distancing 

and other regulations as stipulated by the Department of Basic Education as 

well as the Department of Health.    

From Monday, 21 September, the Senior School, will be able to                   

accommodate 4 grades on a given day. The decision has been taken to 

continue to rotate Grades 8, 9 and 10, to give all three grades more contact 

time at school. From the 12 October, when the matrics go on study leave, 

Grade 8-11 will be able to be at school full time. This arrangement will apply 

until we receive further  instructions from the DBE. 

From Monday, 12 October, everyone will be expected back at school and 

online teaching will only be offered to students with permission from the 

Head of School.  

The School requests that all international boarders start to make the          

necessary enquiries and arrangements to return to school and boarding 

from Thursday, 1 October, when international borders are set to open.  

Day of Discovery 4.0. Virtual Career Expo - 1 October 2020 

Klaus Scwab, the founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum, 

and the man credited with coining the term ‘4th Industrial Revolution’ has said that 

“There has never been a time of greater promise, or greater peril”. The 4th          

Industrial Revolution is based on the notion that artificial intelligence and robotics 

will become an integral part of human life. Some human functions will be           

replaced, some will be augmented, and some aspects of our life will change so 

dramatically that they may become unrecognisable. There is no doubt however 

that this revolution will impact each of our lives.  
 

St. Mary’s DSG is proud to present the first expo aimed at introducing and           

preparing our students for life in the 4th Industrial Revolution and beyond. The 

graphic below shows the wide range of impacts that the 4th Industrial Revolution is 

expected to have on our lives and being mindful of this, we would like to build a 

foundation for our girls which creates an awareness and anticipation for the      

drastically different world that they will move into, compared to the world that the 

adults of today entered.  
 

The expo will be in the form of a series of Teams meetings where various presenters 

from a wide array of disciplines, that are expected to become crucial to success 

in the 4th Industrial Revolution, will present on how this revolution has impacted the 

world and workplace today, what impact it is proposed that it will have in future 

and what ‘promise and peril’ this world holds for them outside of the school      

environment. 
 

We would like to invite the girls to participate in this process and to come and   

listen to some of the most authoritative figures on the 4th Industrial Revolution (in South Africa and abroad) today. 
 

Some of the speakers include: 

 Thelma Oppelt is a researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research programme at the Human Sciences 

Research Council (HSRC).    

 Dean Fossett: Currently Sales & Marketing Director and shareholder of Pinnacle Surgical Pty Ltd who specialise in da 

Vinci surgery, the leading robotics surgery platform in South Africa. 

(Roche. 2019. The Nine Pillars of Industry 4.0-

Transforming Industrial  Production. Retrieved       

September 16, 2019 from    https://circuitdigest.com/

article/what-is-industry-4-and-its-nine-technology-

pillars)  

https://circuitdigest.com/article/what-is-industry-4-and-its-nine-technology-pillars
https://circuitdigest.com/article/what-is-industry-4-and-its-nine-technology-pillars
https://circuitdigest.com/article/what-is-industry-4-and-its-nine-technology-pillars
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QUILLPAD    
 

These letters were written by Grade 8 girls to their visualised future grandchildren. They projected 

themselves into a future role and reflected on their experience of March to July 2020 about which 

their grandchildren might one day be curious. 

Dear grandchildren 
 
Even now, it is difficult to believe how incredibly odd this year has been. I was 
expecting my routines and way of life to change a little, considering it is my first 
year of high school but definitely not in this way. 
 
We were sitting in the lounge, the television on, and an awful sense of anxiety in 
the air. It all seemed very unreal, like a fictional monster coming to life or the 
events listed in an historical essay coming true. Even with the schools closing 
and businesses shutting down, the reason behind it all was incredibly difficult to 
grasp. There was an eerie feeling all around, as if any minute zombies were 
going to burst through every door, searching for the next brain to devour. 
 
Looking at my life before it all, it is absurd how sociable I was, despite consider-
ing myself an introvert. Laughing and chatting with my friends were the high-
lights if my days. What I miss most, though, is all the time I spent outdoors, 
going for walks and raveling to beautiful places in nature.  
 
Despite all the disappointments of this year, I can’t deny the valuable lessons 
I’ve learnt. I’ve learnt to be grateful for all the things I used to but can’t currently 
do:        travelling, seeing my friends, eating at restaurants, and giving out hugs 
are examples of these. However, I also appreciate spending more time than 
usual with my family, and not having to wear school uniform. 
 
I hope that you won’t have to learn these lessons the way I have. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Anke          [Anke van Burick] 

Dear future grandchild 
 
In 2020, there has been a global pandemic that was COVID-19 which has been 
destroying thousands of people, and even if you didn’t die from it, everyone was 
still greatly affected by it. We had to start taking precautions such as self-
quarantining, social distancing, and sanitizing tables and chairs. But in this letter, I 
want to tell you about how it affected me, and the people around me. 
 
It all happened when I was in Grade 8 and it took away quite a lot of our Grade 8 
year. We had to start with online school, meaning that we had to write our tests 
at home, which was quite worrying because of circumstances such as Wi-Fi, elec-
tricity, and network connection. It also meant no more socials, no more sport, no 
more large gatherings. 
 
My life was better before Corona Virus (another name for COVID-19) because I 
could hug my friends and family. I could go to weddings and family gatherings, as 
well as birthday parties. Before COVID-19, I didn’t have to wear a mask in public 
or sanitise my hands every time I walked into a place. I also didn’t have to sanitise 
my desk and chair everywhere I went, and I certainly was allowed to sit on fabric-
covered couches and chairs. It’s also been hard because no more than fifty people 
were allowed in certain places, and multiple people were not allowed to be to-
gether in one room. 
 
Overall, it wasn’t the best experience, but a lot of us coped quite well with it. I 
genuinely hope that nothing like this happens in the future. 
 
Love 
Your future / present grandmother         
              [Letago Ramara] 

To my dear future grandchildren 
 
Going into 2020, I did not expect my year to be so different from my past ones. Not once did I think I would experience a global pandemic in my first year of high 
school, but here I am. A lot has changed for me and the rest of the world during this time, and I have learnt a lot, some of which I want to share with you. 
 
One of the biggest things I have realised is what actually matters in life. Before COVID-19 and being in lockdown, we would rush from place to place, stressing about 
silly things and not actually enjoy the things in life that counted most. I now go on walks or runs with my family and dogs very often, help with cooking meals, spend 
more quality time with my family and God, all of which never happened before. I have found what really makes me happy and focus more on those things. 
 
Many people have also started to appreciate more what they have as it was taken away from us so suddenly.  The family gatherings, time with friends, places to travel, 
sports and cultural activities all have been greatly missed. Once we are able to live our lives normally again, I hope we will be grateful for these special moments all the 
time. 
 
Make sure you focus on what makes you happy and put your energy and passion into that. COVID-19 has ended lots of things but also created many new opportunities 
that will benefit our world. I hope everything is fine now and that your generation has learnt from us.  
 
With love from 
Your Grandmother Kerry-Anne            [Kerry-Anne Wiid] 

 Simon Dingle: Simon Dingle is the CEO of Lettuce and author of In Math We Trust: The future of money.   

 Tracey Pretorius: Tracey is a member of the Executive Women’s Forum for security, privacy and risk management    

professionals, an executive sponsor at KPMG’s I-4 Forum for CISO professionals.  

 Nene Mahlangu: Nene is a Johannesburg-based artist working primarily with charcoal and digital illustrations. In 2017, 

Mahlangu was a finalist for the Cassirer Welz Award, and was later listed by Between 10and5 as one of the Top 30   

creatives under 30 in 2018. Design Indaba listed her as an Emerging Creative during the same year. She made history 

by being the youngest person to design two R2 (ZAR2) coins for South Africa (to commemorate 25 years of               

democracy).  
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Dear Grandchildren 
 
I am writing this letter to you because 2020 was a very historic time and a very important part of my life, and I think it is time I told you about it. 
 
It was 23rd March when our President, Cyril Ramaphosa, announced that South Africa was to go under full lockdown. Precautions were immediately 
put in place. Limited people were allowed in stores to prevent too many people being inside all at once. Parts of stores cornered off the non-
essentials. We were only allowed to get what was necessary. Everyone had to wear masks everywhere. It was a very bad time for           South Africa 
and the whole world. The economy was dropping and people were losing jobs. We couldn’t see our friends or family, other than our immediate rela-
tives, for three months. Families could not even be with their dying loved ones if they had the virus.  
 
Schools closed. We used a programme called Microsoft Teams to communicate with our friends and for teachers to send us work. We were very 
lucky to have such a great school with working systems as some schools could not afford to do so and students did not have the needed electronic 
devices to work and learn.  
 
After months of being in quarantine and lockdown, bit by bit things were able to be almost normal. We still had to pay attention to the regulations, 
and they were strict. There would be a massive fine given to      anyone who did not wear a mask. Much later, our president announced that schools 
would re-open in    stages. No-one had expected to write exams, but we did so. Writing many two-hour exams with a mask on, and after being in 
lockdown and at home for so long, was quite difficult but I managed it. 
 
I have learnt many things and changed after this time. Firstly, never take anything for granted and always be prepared for anything life throws at you. 
Secondly, forgive and forget. I know many people whose loved ones passed on and I am forever grateful that I have not experienced that sort of pain. 
Always forgive somebody, in case something happens to them, so that you will not have a heavy and guilty feeling in your heart. Thirdly, always be 
sanitary! Wash your hands frequently. 
 
During this time, people hadn’t seen or spoken to anybody except family, and people became socially     awkward and quieter – I know that I did. 
Because people’s lives were on the line at all times, I changed  during the COVID-19 period. I became kinder and more forgiving, which I hope are 
qualities you are blessed to have. 
 
Lots of love 
Your Grandmother                      [Aisha Connolly] 

Grade 11 and 12 Academic Top Up Week 

The Academic Top Up week for the Gr 11 and 12 learners has been organized to serve as a mini “Winter School” for those 

learners that are looking for something extra. Grade 11 and 12 learners can sign up for these workshops during the course of 

the coming week. The programme for this Top Up week is as follows. 
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Junior School  

 

Junior School  

hours:  

 

 

 

Grade 4-7  

Onsite Days 

 

 

 Aftercare:  Aftercare is available for Grade 0-7 girls on their onsite days until 17h00.  

 Lunch: Please remember to pack extra lunch and snacks for aftercare as cooked lunch will not be  

 available. Girls are not allowed to go to the tuckshop. 

 Hats and water: Spring has sprung and with the hotter weather the girls need to wear their hats when 

 they are outside during break or PE lessons. Hats must be clearly marked, and your daughter must 

 keep it in her bag when she is not wearing it. Please remind your daughter to bring her bottle of      

 water to school.  

 Cellphones: No cellphones are allowed in Junior School for all grades.  

 Blazers: No blazers may be worn to school until further notice due to Covid-19 regulations. 

 Tuckshop:  No Junior  School girls are allowed to go to the Tuckshop.  

 

 
Screening /Arrival  

Grade 0 - 7 
End of school day 

Grade 0 
End of school day  

Grade 1-3 
End of school day  

Grade 4-7 

Monday—Thursday 07h00—07h50 12h30 13h30 14h00 

Friday  07h00—07h50 12h30 13h15 13h15 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

21 – 25 Sept Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Public Holiday School  Holiday 

28 Sept-2 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 5,7 

5 – 9 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 

12 – 15 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Half Term 

Junior School Sport Sessions  

Non-compulsory sport sessions for Junior School girls will start on Monday, 21 September. These sessions will focus 

on getting active again. Covid-19 regulations will be adhered to.  Please see below the arrangements for         

afternoon sports starting Monday, 21 September 2020. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Please note the following: 

 These are not sport specific sessions. 

 No equipment may be used for these sessions. 

 These sessions will take place at the Athletics track. 

 Girls doing sports in the afternoon must come to school wearing their sport uniform to school. 

 All girls will be fetched and returned to aftercare. 

 All girls must bring their hats and water bottles. 

Monday and Wednesday Tuesday and Thursday 

Grade 0 and 1 13:45 – 14:30 Grade 2 and 3 13:45 – 14:30 

Grade 4 and 6 14:30 – 15:15 Grade 5  and 7 14:30 – 15:15 
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Parent Feedback on Junior School Wellness Window 

Activities  ~  The Counselling Centre  
 

Dear Parents,  

In this week’s Wellness Window, we continued our topic of                

communication. Tone of voice and body language were discussed. 

Social skills such as joining a conversation vs. interrupting, thinking      

before speaking as well as sharing your feelings and needs by using an               

i-message were also incorporated into the activity.  
 

This theme can be extended into your own home by acknowledging 

the value and importance of each family members voice and by      

engaging with your daughters in conversation. The following questions 

can be useful conversations starters if used in the place of the everyday 

question “How was your day?”: 
 

 What made you smile today?  

 What made you feel happy?   

 What made you feel proud?  

 What made you feel loved? 

 Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/experienced 

today? 

 What did you do that was creative? 

 Who did you sit with at break? 

 Was anyone in your class back for the first time? 

 Tell me something you know today that you did not know        

yesterday. 

 What was the hardest rule to follow today? 

 If you could change one thing about your day, what would it 

be? 

 If you could switch seats with anyone in class who would it be? 

And why? 

Wear your civvies and                                      

enjoy your heritage! 

Dear Parents 

Please help your daughter with the following 

 information for our Heritage Day activity: 

 

Where did my name come from? 

Am I named after someone special? 

Junior School            

Civvies Day 

Grade 5 & 7  

Tuesday, 22 September 

  

Grade 0-3, 4 & 6 

Wednesday, 23 September 
  

 #ThisIsMe 

#Heritage 

#WhatIsInaName 

Junior School Proposed Exam Timetable 

Exam Timetable Time Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 

Wed     4 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

FAL   

Thurs   5 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

English 

Fri        6 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 FAL NS 

Mon     9 Nov 10:30 – 12:00    English   

Tues   10 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 English   Maths 

Wed    11Nov 10:30 – 12:00   Maths Geography 

Thurs  12 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 Maths   History 

Fri       13 Nov 10:30 – 12:00   NS FAL 
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Social Media and Your Child  -  Mrs van Wyk (IT)  

Social media isn't simply a way of life for children -- it's life itself. How can parents help 

them keep their online interactions safe, productive, and positive? 

Primary school children enjoy playing in virtual worlds. This extends their social world     

beyond just immediate physical friends. Club Penguin and Poptropica are two closed 

worlds which are safe for children to interact in. And, even though virtual worlds have rules about behaviour, 

some children can find ways around these rules, so discussing how to deal with iffy behaviour (cyber bullying) 

ahead of time can be helpful for children and  parents. 

Some general advice on using digital platforms: 

 Kids younger than 6 probably shouldn't play in virtual worlds. If kids can't yet read or write, they'll be frus-

trated in online worlds. There are perfectly fun sites aimed at preschoolers that are more age-appropriate. 

 Set up accounts together. By creating usernames and passwords together, you can begin walking children 

through the basics of safe and appropriate online   behaviour. 

 If you wouldn't let your children have unsupervised play dates, don't let them go online by                     

themselves. Remember, the social skills they bring to online worlds are the same ones they have (or don't 

have) in real life. 

 Do your homework. Make sure you check out sites before you let your kids go online, and don't settle for 

the most popular social sites; look around for ones that appeal to your child's interests or have an             

educational angle. 

 Set time limits. And make sure online play is balanced with offline play. 

 Establish codes of conduct. A good rule of thumb: If your child wouldn't say something to someone's face, 

they shouldn't say it online. 

 Show children how to flag inappropriate conduct. It's easy for parents to learn how to use the flagging   

feature, and it's important to show your child how to use it, too. Explain that this is a healthy way to keep 

social-networking sites safe and fun for everyone. 

 Make sure your children never share their passwords. Often children will give other children their passwords 

for help in a game. Explain that giving away a password is like giving     someone a part of your identity. 

 Talk about money and what it means to your family. Some sites rely on users to buy extras. Don't let a social

-networking site that needs customer loyalty to be profitable teach your kids about earning, saving, and 

spending. Explain your own values. 

 Keep the computer in a central place. This will let you monitor your child's online life. 
 

 Reference link  

 

 

St Mary’s DSG  ~  School Shop Hours 
 

Monday - Friday: 07h00—08h00 and 13h00—15h00  
 

2nd hand shop (by appointment only): Monday—Friday:  07h00—08h00 and 14h00—15h00                                                                 

Please phone Ms Antoinet Makuwa to schedule an appointment  072 272 5221 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying/what-should-i-do-if-my-kid-is-bullied-online
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/reviews/age/3/category/website
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/what-are-some-good-rules-for-screen-names-and-passwords
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media/what-are-the-basic-social-media-rules-for-elementary-school-age-kids-0
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2020 TERM 3 CALENDAR—Important Dates 

Whole School   

24-25 September Public holiday (Heritage Day) and School holiday 

29 September Grade 0-12 Virtual Community Prayers 

15-20 October Midterm 

27 November Final Assemblies 

Junior School 

22 September  Grade 5 & 7 Civvies Day  

23 September Grade 0-3, 4 & 6 Civvies Day  

29 September Grade 7 Design Exhibition  

06-13 November Grade 5-7 Exams 

13 November Grade 0 Concert 

19 November Grade 7 Leavers function (17h00) 

26 November Prizegivings 

27 November JS Final Assembly 

Senior School 

21 September Grade 11 & 12 parent teacher meetings 

01 October Career Day (online) 

05 October 
Grade 12 parents and girls – Prizegiving in the Diocesan Hall 

(11h30 – 13h00) 

29 October Grade 10 & 11 Exams start 

05 November Grade 8 & 9 Exams start 

 

2021  

CALENDAR 

 

P l e a s e  b e        

advised that the 

half term dates 

for the Trinity 

Term (Term 2) 

are still to be            

confirmed.  

Term 1 (53 days) 

Start Wednesday 13 January 

Close Wednesday 31 March 

Half Term 
CLOSE Thursday 25 February (12h00) 

RETURN Tuesday 2 March 

Public Holidays Sunday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

  Monday 22 March (Public Holiday) 
  

Term 2 (68 days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August 

Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June (normal time) 

  RETURN Monday 21 June 
      

Term 3 (62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Junior School  

Pastoral Matters 

Class or Form Teacher  

 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Acting Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs F Pienaar 

fpienaar@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Boarding 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Mrs A Lotter           

alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Mrs C Victor                                                

cvictor@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Pastoral Matters—Senior House Mother  

Mrs P Pinker 

ppinker@stmarys.pta.school.za 

CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION 

Senior School  

Pastoral Matters  
 

Grade 8 – Mrs B Fineberg 

bfineberg@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 9 – Mrs A Ras 

aras@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 10 – Miss A Watson 

awatson@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 11 – Mrs S Stone 

sstone@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 12 – Miss J Brown 

jbrown@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters    

Vice-principal of Academics 

Mrs J Miller                                                   

jmiller@stmarys.pta.school.za 

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:cvictor@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:ppinker@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:bfineberg@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:aras@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:awatson@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:sstone@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:jbrown@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:jmiller@stmarys.pta.school.za

